


Every $10 million in capital
investment in public transportation

can return up to $30 million in
business sales alone.

•

 

Each year, an individual can achieve
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economy
Every $1 billion invested in federally
aided public transportation capital
projects supports approximately
30,000 jobs.

The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act will provide
$8.4 billion in investment in public
transportation projects. These
projects will create approximately
252,000 jobs for Americans

Each year, an individual can achieve an average 
annual savings of more than $8,000 by taking 
public transportation instead of driving
and by living with one less car.
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Even as the economy slowed, 76 percent of
all transit-related ballot initiatives passed throughout 
the country in November 2008.
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Public transportation helps 
protect our environment

Public transportation is 
the responsible 
environmental choice

environment
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Public transportation helps 
protect our environment

U.S. greenhouse gases from transportation represent 
33 percent of total U.S. emissions.

environment



PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

TAKES US THERE
quality of lifeeconomy environment energy

Three “Es”
 

and a “Q”

Public transportation helps 
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environment

Public transportation saves 37 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide annually –

 

equivalent to the emissions 
resulting from the electricity generated for the use
of 4.9 million households or every household in 
Washington, DC; New York City; Atlanta; Denver; and Los  
Angeles combined.
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protect our environment

environment

If an individual switches a 20-mile roundtrip commute 
to public transportation, his or her annual CO2 
emissions will fall by 4,800 pounds per year, equal to 
a 10 percent reduction in a two-car household’s 
carbon footprint.
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Public transportation helps 
protect our environment

environment

Public transportation offers an immediate alternative for 
individuals seeking to reduce their energy use and carbon 
footprints.
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protect our environment

environment

Taking public transportation far exceeds the combined 
benefits of using energy-efficient light bulbs, adjusting 
thermostats, weatherizing one’s home, and replacing a 
refrigerator.
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Public transportation reduces our 
dependence on foreign oil

Increased investment in public 
transportation is an investment in 
American energy independence and 
economic security.

energy
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Public transportation reduces our 
dependence on foreign oil

Public transportation saves the U.S. the equivalent of 4.2 
billion gallons of gasoline annually –

 

more than three times 
the amount of gasoline refined from the oil we import from 
Kuwait.

energy
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energy

Public transportation use saves the equivalent of 
900,000 automobile fill-ups every day.
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Public transportation reduces our 
dependence on foreign oil

Public transportation gives individuals predictable, 
affordable, energy efficient choices

energy
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Public transportation reduces our 
dependence on foreign oil

Public transportation gives individuals predictable, 
affordable, energy efficient choices

energy

Individuals that use public transportation save an 
average of more than $8,000 every year –

 

even more 
as the price of fuel rises.
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Public transportation reduces our 
dependence on foreign oil

Household residents living within the proximity of public 
transportation drive an average of 4,400 fewer miles 
annually compared to those with no access to public 
transportation.

energy



PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

TAKES US THERE
quality of lifeeconomy environment energy

Three “Es”
 

and a “Q”

Public transportation reduces our 
dependence on foreign oil

The average household in which at least one member 
uses public transportation on a given day drives 16 
fewer miles per day compared to a household that 
does not use public transportation.

energy
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Public transportation
enhances our quality of life

quality of life

Public transportation reduces 
traffic congestion, travel time, 
and stress.
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Public transportation
enhances our quality of life

quality of life

Americans living in areas served by public 
transportation save 541 million hours in travel time 
and 340 million gallons of fuel annually,
according to the most recent Texas Transportation 
Institute (TTI) report on congestion.
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quality of life

Public transportation expands opportunities and 
transportation choices.
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Public transportation
enhances our quality of life

quality of life

Public transportation expands opportunities and 
transportation choices.

The accessibility and opportunities created by 
public transportation provide important choices 
and options for people from all walks of life.



83 percent of older Americans say that public transit provides easy
access to the things they need in everyday life
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Public transportation
enhances our quality of life

quality of life

Public transportation provides access to job 
opportunities for millions of Americans as well as a 
transportation option to get to work, go to school, visit 
friends, or go to a doctor’s office.
•.
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Public transportation
enhances our quality of life

quality of life

83 percent of older Americans say that public 
transit provides easy access to the things they 
need in everyday life.
Public transportation is a vital link for the more 
than 51 million Americans with disabilities.
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Public transportation
enhances our quality of life

quality of life

Public transportation users are more likely to 
meet recommended exercise goals
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Public transportation
enhances our quality of life

quality of life

Public transportation users are more likely to 
meet recommended exercise goals
When Americans use public transportation, they 
walk more. Walking increases fitness levels, 
leading to healthier citizens and less strain on the 
health care system.
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MESSAGE MATTERS
It is our responsibility to shape the conversation about transit

Shift from one about scarcity to abundance

More Time

More Money

More Secure

Better Health

Three E’s and a Q


