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What is a ñcomplete street?ò

Complete streets are 

designed and operated to 

enable safe access for all 

users. Pedestrians, 

bicyclists, motorists, and 

public transportation users of 

all ages and abilities are able 

to safely move along and 

across a complete street.
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What is a ñcomplete street?ò

Ä There is no one design prescription for 

complete streets. 

Ä Ingredients that may be found on a 

complete street include: sidewalks, bike 

lanes (or wide paved shoulders), special 

bus lanes, comfortable and accessible 

public transportation stops, frequent 

crossing opportunities, median islands, 

accessible pedestrian signals, curb 

extensions, and more.



U.S. Growing Concerns

Ä The U.S. Census Bureau projects that by 2025, 

nearly one in five Americans will be over the age 

of 65, totaling 62 million Americans

Ä Almost 40% of Americans over the age of 50 say 

their neighborhoods lack adequate sidewalks, 

55% report inadequate bike lanes or paths, and 

48% have no comfortable place to wait for the 

bus

Ä The latest data show that 32% of adults are 

obese , the number of overweight or obese 

American children nearly tripled between 1980 

and 2004
McCann



U.S. Growing Concerns

Ä The disconnect between transit and road planning 

means transit riders are often left to wait at bus stops 

marked by a lone post in the ground ïno sidewalk, 

curb ramp or bench

Ä The transportation sector is the fastest growing 

carbon dioxide source in the United States with 

emission rates rising 2% per year

Ä The United States uses 20 million barrels of oil per 

day and over 40% of American oil consumption goes 

to passenger cars 



What does a complete streets policy 

accomplish?

Complete Streets policies direct transportation planners 

and engineers to consistently design with all users in 

mind including drivers, public transportation riders, 

pedestrians, and bicyclists as well as older people, 

children, and people with disabilities.
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Efforts in Wilmington



North 3rd Street 





Cross City Trail
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